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CHAPTEK I
OBSTETRICAL ANATOMY
IN this section it is necessary to describe the structures of the
female involved in reproduction. These consist of the ovaries,
Fallopian tubes, uterus, vagina, vulva, and mammary glands.
And it is also essential that the pelvis should be considered,
because it forms the cavity in which some of the female
genital organs are contained, and through which the foetus
must pass in order to reach the outer world in the act
of parturition. This passage is of very considerable im-
portance to the obstetrician, on account of its rigid walls, and
the consequent resistance which it presents to the passage of
the foetus as the result of any variation from the normal in
the latter or its position.
THE PELVIS.
The Pelvis is the most posterior and smallest of three great
cavities of the trunk. It is bilaterally symmetrical, and more
or less horizontal in the domesticated animals. It is formed
of bony and ligamentous walls, and contains, sustains, and
protects a portion of the genito-urinary apparatus, as well as
the terminal portion of the alimentary canal. It is situated
towards the end of the spine, and is supported by the posterior
extremities, with which it is connected by joints and muscles.
The pelvis is bounded at the sides and below by the two
innominate bones (ossa innominata), and above by the sacrum
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